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CHAPTER II

LEGISLATION FROM A MEDICAL VIEWPOINT *

NE of the greatest problems confronting
physicians and legislators today is the
control of narcotics. For, after making due
allowance for the exaggerated reports of
alarmists, we find that the increased con-
sumption of alcohol, of opium products and
cocaine, has assumed menacing proportions in
certain communities. And it is significant
that the communities in which the drug
epidemic appears to be most prevalent are
the ones in which the sale of alcohol is
prohibited.
One would be led to suppose from news-
paper reports that the densely populated re-

* This chapter appeared as an article in Everybody’s
Magazine for August, 1914. It received a second prize
in the Everybody’s contest to determine ‘“What We
Know about Rum.” There were nearly 8,000 competitors
in this contest.—THE PUBLISHERS.
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THE PEACE AND WAR FOOTING

scarcely at all. In the European war this
order of precedence seems to be reversed.

Thus the tendency of war, like the tendency
in civil life, is to condemn, or restrict, the use
of ardent spirits, therapeutically and gener-
ally. There is a lesson in this quite outside
the field of medicine that may well be taken
to heart.





































































CHAPTER V
THE PROBLEM OF LEGISLATION

: E have seen in the preceding pages a

variety of evidence indicating that
neither state-wide prohibition nor local op-
tion is effective in reducing the consumption
of alcohol. The full quota of drunkards in
prohibition cities is very positive evidence,
but the prevalence of conditions attendant
upon alcoholic abuses is also the strongest
kind of corroborative evidence. Moreover,
it is quite impossible to explain the steadily
increasing per capita consumption of alcohol
on any other reasonable assumption.

We are justified in believing, therefore,
that prohibition does not prevent the con-
sumption of liquor. Furthermore, there is
an abundance of equally convincing evidence
indicating that prohibitive legislation induces
the consumption of the most harmful form
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ALCOHOL, HYGIENE, AND LEGISLATION

from observation that the men of greatest
athletic prowess hold their titles to suprem-
acy contingent upon abstinence from in-
toxicants.” '

If, by some such methods as just outlined,
we can eliminate inebriety, protect adoles-
cence, and attract men away from the
saloon, we shall be making progress. For,
even if we only succeed in holding the con-
sumption of liquor to its present limits, we
shall accomplish far more than has been
accomplished in the past quarter of a century.






- cm—













ALCOHOL, HYGIENE, AND LEGISLATION

Remedy,” 22 per cent.; ‘Hall’s Great Dis-
covery,’ 43 per cent.: ‘Hamlin’s Wizard
Oil,’ 65 per cent.

“To what a vast extent patent medicines
are used may be judged from the following
account of an investigation published in a
recent number (1915) of the Journal of Out-
door Life, the organ of the National Anti-
Tuberculosis Association:

“GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY?

“In other words, ‘Do you use patent medicine or
not?” That was the question put up fairly and squarely
to 963 householders in one of the most progressive
counties in the state of North Carolina. Of this
number, 518, or 54 per cent., plead guilty. The
other 445, or 46 per cent., denied the charge. Now
whether or not some of the 445 don’t occasionally take
a nip of some Peruna, ‘blood purifiers,” or ‘cures’ we
are not prepared to say. We feel reasonably sure, how-
ever, that the 518 that plead guilty were telling the
truth. What a rich field, what a bonanza for the
patent-medicine fakirs! And ‘what fools we mortals
bel’ says the North Carolina State Board of Health.

“But patent medicines are not the only
concoctions imposing upon the unsophisti-
cated or supplying an opportunity to the
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repealed; so long as it stands, the Treasury
Department has no choice but to enforce it.
To use an exemption clause drafted at the
dictation of the ‘patent medicine’ interests to
exempt physicians’ legitimate prescriptions
would be an absurdity. There should be no
exemption of any kind under this law.
Every preparation of any kind containing
any amount of opium or cocaine or any of
their derivatives should be subject to the
operation of the law. Physicians have never
asked that their prescriptions be exempt.
The demand for such exemption comes solely
from the proprietary and ‘patent medicine’
interests; to satisfy these interests the spe-
cial exemption was made.”
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 Employees can be guilty of no more serious

offense than to create overtime; and, if that
economic situation was eliminated, a very
large proportion of the causes for accidents
would disappear.’”’

THE END
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Vor. III. MoDERN DEVELOPMENT OF THE PHYSICAL
Sciences.—The development of astronomy, paleontol-
ogy, biology, meteorology, and the various aspects of
physice—heat, light, electricity, the conservation of
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the nineteenth.
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man who cannot pick up one of these volumes and revel
in it, we deny his title to either adjective.”

Professor Jacques Loeb, the celebrated biologist, for-
merly of Chicago University and the University of Cali-
fornia, now of the Rockefeller Institute of New York,
says: “The volumes of Dr. Williams’s ScieNceE Skrizs

should form a part of every library. . . .”

Sixteen octavo volumes, 6 x 9 inches; 5,200 pages; up-
ward of 300 full-page pictures. Sold by subscription only.

For illustrated circular describing WorLD PROGRESS AND
SeELr-BETTERMENT, address the publishers.
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already possesses. Autolysin he may secure, if he is a legal-
ly qualified practitioner, by writing to Mr.S.M. Noyes, the
Autolysin Laboratories, 17 East 38th Street, New York.
The method of using the remedy is given in detail—with
the full authorization of Drs. Beebe and Beveridge and
their associates—in Dr. Williams’ new book.

To recapitulate: THE AUTOLYSIN TREATMENT
OF CANCER, by Dr. Henry Smith Williams, is a book of
the most practical character, written primarily for the
general practitioner, but of the highest importance to every
physician who ever deals with a case of malignant neoplasm
of any type, and of obvious importance to a quarter of a
million members of the general public who suffer from such
neoplasms. It gives the only complete account of the
Autolysin treatment that has hitherto been published, and
is the only authoritative book on the subject that will
appear for a long time to come, being issued with the
co-operation and full authorization of Alex. S. Horo-
vitz, of Budapest and New York, the originator of Auto-
lysin, and Dr. Silas P. Beebe, recently Professor of Experi-
mental Therapeutics at Cornell University, who was
chiefly responsible for its introduction, and who has had
personal experience of its use in more than five hundred
cases,—all suffering from inoperable and supposedly hope-
less cancer, two-thirds of whom, nevertheless, have shown
notable improvement under the treatment.

THE AUTOLYSIN TREATMENT OF CANCER is
an octavo volume of more than 300 pages, with half-tone
illustrations, and tables and charts showing methods and
results of the use of Autolysin. It may be obtained at
book stores or directly from the publishers. Price, post-
paid, bound in red Buckram, $3.75. Address: Tem Goob-
HUE CoMpANY, Publishers, 120 West 32d Street, New
York City.
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